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SUN EDITORIAL:

Promising, patient research
UNLV biologist working on natural solution to quagga mussels in
Lake Mead

Thursday, Nov. 19, 2009 | 2:03 a.m.

Scientists and lake managers in several states are trying everything from power washers to electric jolts to
kill or at least manage quagga mussels.

So far, the thumbnail-sized, tough-shelled mussels — discovered nearly three years ago in Lake Mead —
are winning.

But UNLV biologist David Wong is working with other researchers on a promising new weapon: the
redear sunfish.

Distinguished by a red mark on its sides, this particular sunfish is nicknamed “the shellcracker” and has a
proven appetite for quagga mussels.

Quagga mussels were found in the Great Lakes 20 years ago, having hitched rides on cargo ships arriving
from the Atlantic Ocean. From there they migrated to other waterways by attaching themselves to boats
and boat equipment. They were found in Lake Mead in January 2007.

The mussels produce millions of offspring that mass together, threatening water-delivery systems and
other lake structures. They also filter essential nutrients and oxygen from the water, lessening the ability
of other fish to survive.

Because it is unlikely that the mussels can ever be eliminated, it is important to find a way to control their
population. For this reason Wong’s research is invaluable. Las Vegas Sun reporter Stephanie Tavares
wrote about his work in a story that ran Wednesday.

We were glad to learn that he and his fellow researchers in other Western states are taking time to study
possible consequences. Introducing massive quantities of redear sunfish into lakes where they exist now
only in small quantities could cause unintended problems. Look what happened, for example, when
people began dumping their pet exotic snakes into the Everglades. Its whole ecology is now threatened.
Or when tamarisk plants were brought to the West from overseas in the 1800s. They are overtaking native
plants and massively consuming a rare resource — water.

Wong hopes to see results from the redear sunfish research in another year or two. Let’s all hope it
becomes a workable solution.

DISCUSSION: 1 comment so far…

By SgtRock
11/19/09 at 6:44 a.m.

Suggest removal

The Sun does not allow comments on "news stories" (they are not news
stories) about Reid.

The new Sun motto: "We are Reid's cheerleader.....rah, rah, rah...go Reid!!!!!"

1 COMMENT PRINT E-MAIL SHARE

Henderson Flight Training
Learn to Fly in Less Than 28 Days--
Henderson & North Las Vegas Airport

Las Vegas Homes For Sale
Pardee Homes can make your dreams come
true. Start planning today.

1. Teens accused in death of parents to
stand trial

2. World Series of Poker looks ahead to 2010

3. Bellfield hopes to be a closer against UNR

4. Tito Ortiz set to end hiatus, return to where
he belongs

5. It’s official: Cory Joseph will visit UNLV

6. Gaming association: Rebound will trail
national economy

7. Man locked out of work by prison of his past

8. Popular sport fish could solve Lake Mead’s
clam infestation

9. County rejects 215 Beltway bids, will start
from scratch

10. Police say man shot at during traffic
stop arrested

http://www.lasvegassun.com/weather/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/accounts/login/


http://www.lasvegassun.com/mostpopular/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/elsewhere/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/elsewhere/2009/nov/19/few-early-names-watch-unlvs-football-vacancy/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/elsewhere/2009/nov/19/few-early-names-watch-unlvs-football-vacancy/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/elsewhere/2009/nov/19/few-early-names-watch-unlvs-football-vacancy/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/elsewhere/2009/nov/19/few-early-names-watch-unlvs-football-vacancy/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/elsewhere/2009/nov/19/few-early-names-watch-unlvs-football-vacancy/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/now-and-then/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/now-and-then/2009/nov/18/irish-eyes-are-crying/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/ralstons-flash/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/ralstons-flash/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/ralstons-flash/2009/nov/18/danny-tarkanians-ad-narrator-cant-pronounce-nevada/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/ralstons-flash/2009/nov/18/danny-tarkanians-ad-narrator-cant-pronounce-nevada/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/ralstons-flash/2009/nov/18/danny-tarkanians-ad-narrator-cant-pronounce-nevada/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/ralstons-flash/2009/nov/18/danny-tarkanians-ad-narrator-cant-pronounce-nevada/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/ralstons-flash/2009/nov/18/danny-tarkanians-ad-narrator-cant-pronounce-nevada/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/ralstons-flash/2009/nov/18/danny-tarkanians-ad-narrator-cant-pronounce-nevada/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/ralstons-flash/2009/nov/18/danny-tarkanians-ad-narrator-cant-pronounce-nevada/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/kats-report/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/kats-report/2009/nov/18/noteworthy-sandoval-husband-material-mccartney-rec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/kats-report/2009/nov/18/noteworthy-sandoval-husband-material-mccartney-rec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/kats-report/2009/nov/18/noteworthy-sandoval-husband-material-mccartney-rec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/kats-report/2009/nov/18/noteworthy-sandoval-husband-material-mccartney-rec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/kats-report/2009/nov/18/noteworthy-sandoval-husband-material-mccartney-rec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/kats-report/2009/nov/18/noteworthy-sandoval-husband-material-mccartney-rec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/kats-report/2009/nov/18/noteworthy-sandoval-husband-material-mccartney-rec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/kats-report/2009/nov/18/noteworthy-sandoval-husband-material-mccartney-rec/

http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/ae/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/opinion/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/sports/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/business/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/guides/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/politics/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/housing/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/cars/
http://jobs.lasvegassun.com/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/users/SgtRock/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/comments/flag/148215/
javascript:onclick=printStyle();
javascript:onclick=printStyle();
http://www.lasvegassun.com/mailfriend/72/794268/2ef151de6c/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/mailfriend/72/794268/2ef151de6c/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BEjR0nIcFS8CFN5OqjQSR-YSXDNrjnqoBqLfn1AzAjbcBwMmjARABGAEg3uD3ECgCOABQ_83q-wVgyYaHi7ykoBqyARN3d3cubGFzdmVnYXNzdW4uY29tugEJNDY4eDYwX2FzyAEB2gFHaHR0cDovL3d3dy5sYXN2ZWdhc3N1bi5jb20vbmV3cy8yMDA5L25vdi8xOS9wcm9taXNpbmctcGF0aWVudC1yZXNlYXJjaC-AAgGoAwHIAwfoA8kF6ANC9QMAAABE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxi4s77aUl0Z8GLVfMXpYY7W8PoRw&client=ca-pub-0804557488689552&adurl=http://www.monarchsky.com/resources/links/flight-training.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B2hFHnIcFS8CFN5OqjQSR-YSXDLnkpJUBhe7bmBHAjbcBsJhGEAIYAiDe4PcQKAI4AFDXj4e-BmDJhoeLvKSgGqABu4TA_wOyARN3d3cubGFzdmVnYXNzdW4uY29tugEJNDY4eDYwX2FzyAEB2gFHaHR0cDovL3d3dy5sYXN2ZWdhc3N1bi5jb20vbmV3cy8yMDA5L25vdi8xOS9wcm9taXNpbmctcGF0aWVudC1yZXNlYXJjaC-AAgHIAp372QqoAwHIAwfoA8kF6ANC9QMAAABE&num=2&sig=AGiWqtw9WDQhHsb51qgppfvyRIStE4icrQ&client=ca-pub-0804557488689552&adurl=http://www.pardeehomes.com/search/map/lv/
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/19/promising-patient-research/%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-0804557488689552%26adU%3Dwww.MonarchSky.com%26adT%3DHenderson%2BFlight%2BTraining%26adU%3Dwww.PardeeHomes.com%26adT%3DLas%2BVegas%2BHomes%2BFor%2BSale%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNHTvgRHVYN-kH4RvJLRJwMV-yWDKw
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/17/teens-accused-slaying-parents-stand-trial/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/17/teens-accused-slaying-parents-stand-trial/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/18/world-series-poker-looks-ahead-2010/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/18/unlvs-oscar-bellfield-hopes-be-closer-against-unr/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/18/ortiz-set-end-hiatus-return-where-he-belongs/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/18/ortiz-set-end-hiatus-return-where-he-belongs/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/18/its-official-cory-joseph-will-visit-unlv/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/17/gaming-association-industry-rebound-will-trail-nat/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/17/gaming-association-industry-rebound-will-trail-nat/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/18/locked-out-work-prison-his-past/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/18/popular-sport-fish-could-solve-lake-meads-clam-inf/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/18/popular-sport-fish-could-solve-lake-meads-clam-inf/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/17/county-rejects-215-beltway-bids-will-start-scratch/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/17/county-rejects-215-beltway-bids-will-start-scratch/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/18/police-shot-fired-after-traffic-stop-no-one-hit/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/nov/18/police-shot-fired-after-traffic-stop-no-one-hit/

	lasvegassun.com
	Promising, patient research - Thursday, Nov. 19, 2009 | 2:03 a.m. - Las Vegas Sun


	NpbmctcGF0aWVudC1yZXNlYXJjaC8A: 
	form1: 
	search: 
	input2: 




